	Antibiotic Prophylaxis of Wound Infection and Sepsis in Adult Surgical Patients



	1. Identify patient’s surgical procedure.  

2. Determine if the surgeon has ordered a prophylactic antibiotic or has an existing antibiotic on their pre-printed surgical orders.  If no antibiotic order exists, evaluate if the procedure warrants antibiotic prophylaxis as identified below.  These orders apply only to those procedures listed below.

3. Check the patient’s medication allergy information.

4. Select the appropriate antibiotic based on procedure and allergies, obtain the medication, add the administration tubing and attach to the patient’s IV line.

5. If Vancomycin is selected, start the infusion 90 to 120 minutes prior to the scheduled procedure time and infuse over one hour.

6. For all other antibiotics, start the infusion(s) once the patient has been moved into the operating room so that the dose is infused within one hour of incision.

7. Document administration of the dose on the appropriate document in the medical record.
8. Recommended redosing interval is every 2 to 3 hours

	Date
	Time Administered
	Administered by:
	Orders
	Comments

	
	
	
	· Colorectal, Non-Perforated Appendectomy, or Ruptured Viscus

Mefoxin 1 Gm IVPB pre-op.  If allergic to Penicillin, DC Mefoxin

order and give Clindamycin 600mg IVPB + Gentamicin 

1.5mg/kg pre-op.  ( _____kg x 1.5 mg/kg = _____ mg dose)
	

	
	
	
	· Vaginal or abdominal hysterectomy

Cefazolin 2 Gm IVPB pre-op.  If allergic to Penicillin, DC Cefazolin

order and give Clindamycin 600mg IVPB pre-op.
	

	
	
	
	· Total joint replacement, internal fixation of fractures

If infection is suspected, hold antibiotics until confirmed with the Surgeon  
Cefazolin 2 Gm IVPB pre-op.  If allergic to Penicillin, DC Cefazolin

order and give Vancomycin 1 Gm IVPB pre-op.
	

	
	
	
	· Arterial surgery involving a prosthesis, the abdominal aorta or a groin incision and lower extremity for ischemia

Cefazolin 1 Gm IVPB pre-op.  If allergic to Penicillin, DC Cefazolin

order and give Vancomycin 1 Gm IVPB pre-op.
	

	
	
	
	· Traumatic wound

Cefazolin 1 Gm IVPB pre-op.  If allergic to Penicillin, DC Cefazolin

order and give Vancomycin 1 Gm IVPB pre-op.
	

	
	
	
	· An equivalent generic product may be dispensed for brand name drug unless checked                                                               
	


These orders are based on Medical Letter® Antimicrobial Prophylaxis in Surgery, National Surgical Infection Prevention Project Advisory.  The following committees have approved the recommendations and orders for use at Mercy Gilbert Medical Center: Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Pharmacy and Therapeutics, Quality Council and Medical Executive Committee
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