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TITLE:
PNEUMOCOCCAL AND INFLUENZA VACCINE 

ADMINISTRATION FOR ADULTS
I.
PURPOSE:


To establish a vaccine protocol that will increase the rate of adult Pneumococcal 

and Influenza vaccinations administered in our facility.  The Adult Inpatient Pneumococcal and Influenza Immunization Order Form was approved as a standing order by the Medical Executive Committee on 12/20/04.  This protocol follows the recommendations of Federal and SC law.  Clarification, by DHEC, of our ability to give vaccines by standing order is attached to this policy.

II.
POLICY:


During the inpatient admission process, all patients will be assessed for the status 

of their vaccines including the Influenza and Pneumococcal vaccines.  Patients

who are candidates for the Pneumococcal and Influenza vaccines may be offered

one or both while hospitalized.      

III.
PROCEDURE:

Persons eligible for the Pneumococcal Vaccine are: 

Anyone 65 years of age or older; anyone who is a resident of a nursing home or chronic care facility, regardless of age; or anyone age 19-64 who has any of the following high-risk conditions:

· Serious long-term health problem with chronic heart or lung disease (including asthma), diabetes mellitus, or kidney disease including nephrotic syndrome

· Compromised immunity such as: Hodgkin’s disease, leukemia, lymphoma, multiple myeloma, generalized malignancy, HIV infection or AIDS, organ or bone marrow transplant, treatment with long-term corticosteroids, cancer 

drugs, or radiation therapy

· Alcoholism, cirrhosis, or chronic liver disease

· Sickle cell anemia or prior splenectomy

· Cerebrospinal fluid leaks

· Patient uncertain about prior vaccination status or history unreliable and meets 

the above criteria (vaccination recommended)


Pneumococcal vaccine not indicated (if any of the following):

· Previously immunized 

· Reported allergy to vaccine

· Physician order not to give vaccine

· Patient refuses

The Pneumococcal vaccine can be given year round.  It should be given intramuscularly in the deltoid muscle. Each patient is to be given a current CDC Vaccination Information Statement about the Pneumococcal Vaccine, and an Adult Vaccination Record that records the name of the vaccine that the patient received, the date that the dose was given, and the name of the healthcare professional who administered the vaccine.  

Persons eligible for the Influenza vaccine are:  

Anyone 50 years of age or older; anyone who is a resident of a nursing home or chronic care facility regardless of age; or anyone age 19-49 who has any of the following high-risk conditions:

· Serious long-term health problem with chronic heart or lung disease (including asthma), diabetes mellitus, kidney disease, or anemia and other blood disorders

· Compromised immunity such as: Hodgkin’s disease, leukemia, lymphoma, multiple myeloma, generalized malignancy, HIV infection or AIDS, organ or bone marrow transplant, treatment with long-term corticosteroids, cancer drugs or radiation therapy

· Women who will be past the 3rd month of pregnancy during the influenza season; 

· Patient uncertain about prior vaccination status or history unreliable and meets

any of the above criteria (vaccination recommended)


Influenza vaccine not indicated (if any of the following):

· Previously immunized this flu season

· Ever had a reaction to influenza vaccine

· Ever had an allergic reaction to eggs

· History of Guillain-Barre syndrome 

· Physician order not to give vaccine  
· Patient refuses

The Influenza vaccine is given from October through February only. It should be given intramuscularly in the deltoid muscle.  Each patient is to be given a current CDC Vaccination Information Statement about the Influenza Vaccine, and an Adult Vaccination Record that records the name of the vaccine that the patient received, the date that the dose was given, and the name of the healthcare professional who administered the vaccine.  

IV.
DOCUMENTATION:

For both the Pneumococcal and the Influenza vaccine, administration must be documented in the patient’s Medication Administration Record (MAR).  The MAR must include the vaccine name, the dose, the site of administration, the nurse’s initials, the vaccine lot number and the vaccine expiration date.  

If either the Pneumococcal or Influenza vaccine are not available in our hospital at the time they are ordered, the pharmacist will notify the nurse caring for the patient and the nurse will note that the vaccine is not available on the vaccine order form.  

If a patient is going to a nursing home or assisted living facility on discharge, the nurse should include a copy of the completed Adult Inpatient Pneumococcal and Influenza Immunization Order Form in the patient’s transfer paperwork.  

Attachment

Adult Inpatient Pneumococcal and Influenza Immunization Order Form as  

       approved by the Medical Executive Committee on 12/20/04

Letter from DHEC clarifying that we can give vaccines by Standing Order under 

       DHEC Regulation 61-16.







