Hospital Workgroup (HoW)              

Minutes

January 15, 2004

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Attendees:

	Diane Byers (Phoenix Baptist)

	Wendi Cimino (El Dorado)

	Nancy Cisar (Mayo)

	Cheryl Daly (Banner Mesa)

	Amy Fierro (Banner Heart)

	Anita Hancock (Banner Good Samaritan)

	Mary Lou Korwes (St. Joseph’s)

	Donna Kruszka (John C. Lincoln)

	Maureen Mulligan (Banner Desert)

	Linda Phillips (Banner Good Samaritan)

	Terri Ruhter (John C. Lincoln)

	Joyce Shotkoski (Walter O. Boswell)

	Carla Stapleton (John C. Lincoln)

	Karen Toci (UMC)

	Pat Trout (Yavapai)

	Sharon Webster (El Dorado)

	Suzanne Anders (HSAG)

	Charlie Chapin (HSAG)

	Anthony Dezilva (HSAG)

	Suzanne Powell (HSAG)

	Judith Richard (HSAG)

	Susan Sumwalt (HSAG)

	Teressa Thompson (HSAG)


	


Welcome/Introductions/Review of January Minutes

Karen Toci welcomed all participants. November meeting minutes were approved with the following edit: SIP Outcomes Congress will be on June 2nd.

Acute Care Website Demonstration

Anthony Dezilva, Director, MIS Development Services, previewed the Acute Care Public Web site (acute.hsag.com), the Acute Care Secure Portal (secure.hsag.com/acute), and discussed the uses of Az4Quality, the acute care listserv. Participant questions included:

Question: Can anyone access the information on the secure web site? 

Answer: Only those who have been given access to the site via a login and password will have access. 

Question: Will the user be able to access the portal on the computer that has his email account? 

Answer: The user will be able to access the site with any computer as long as the user has the correct login and password. 

Question: Does the listserv allow the user to view all messages posted on the listserv? 

Answer: Once registered, the user has options available including the ability to condense all the day’s messages into a digest version.

Question: What type of information will be displayed on the portal and who will be responsible to determine the contents of the portal?  

Answer: Between HoW and HPRP participants we hope to solicit feedback as to what information would be most beneficial to the user. 

Question: What about including a confidentiality statement so that everything is HIPAA compliant?

Reply:  Good idea. We can put that on the registration form. 

Question: Will there be a limited number of passwords assigned to each site? 

Answer: There is no limit to the number of users assigned to each site. If HSAG is unsure if the user is appropriate we will contact the hospital to help us determine if the applicant should be issued a password. 

Question: Will there be a link to the AZ Help Desk? 

Answer: We can add that link and include contact information to assist the user on both the public website and on the portal.  

Pneumonia Change Package Results

Charlie Chapin shared with participants that data results that would be affected by the Pneumonia Change Package are not yet available. The data, when available, will come from the CMS warehouse.  

Participant suggestion: Include a survey on the portal to determine who is using the change package and to survey users as to the usefulness of the package.
Hospital Public Reporting

Suzanne Anders reviewed Title V of the MMA handout. The legal wording of the financial incentive was discussed. The CMS payment will begin with the 2005 fiscal year in October 2004.  CAHs are excluded

CMS / JCAHO Statement

A copy of the recently released CMS / JCAHO statement supporting the use of ACE-I over ARBs was provided to participants.

Surgical Infection Prevention 


Susan Sumwalt gave an overview of the SIP project and invited hospitals to sign up and register for the SIP Learning Session 3 on January 26th.

Facility Assessment Results
Charlie presented the results of the facility assessment survey completed by HoW participants. A copy of his presentation with comments will be included in the change package. 

ACE-I Change Package Revisions

Suzanne Anders led the discussion with participants regarding revisions to the change package. Revisions will be included in a second draft. The draft will be made available on the acute care web site prior to the March HoW meeting. Karen Toci recommended doing some case studies with the change package and suggested that evaluation of the package be included in the final discussion during our next meeting

Smoking Cessation
Suzanne Powell previewed the data results for smoking cessation in Arizona. Results were benchmarked against the nation. There is very little improvement from the 6th Scope of Work.  Judith provided a summary of is the importance of this indicator. During the March meeting, she hopes to show a video that will assist the health care professional approach smoking counseling.  

Evaluation & Adjournment

  The next HoW meeting will be on Thursday March 18, 2004.

